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SUB J : STEVENS WARNS REPORTERS ON LIBERIAN COMMENTS 

REF: FREETOWN 1498 

1 . PRESIDENT STEVENS WARNED REPORTERS DURING A PRESS CON- 
FERENCE HELD FRIDAY, MAY 19, TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT WHEN 
DESCRIBING MATTERS AFFECTING RELATIONS WITH FRIENDLY COUNTRIES. 
STEVENS WAS COMMENTING ON AN EDITORIAL IN A LIBERIAN NEWS- 
PAPER ON REPORTS CONCERNING THE DISCOVERY OF FIREARMS AND 
AMMUNITION AND THE CONVICTION OF FOREIGN NATIONALS FOR 
ILLEGAL POSSESSION (REFTEL). 

2. STEVENS SAID HE HAD RECEIVED PERSONAL ASSURANCES FROM 
LIBERIAN PRESIDENT TOLBERT AND IN LIGHT OF THESE ASSURANCES 
HE PERSONALLY WAS CERTAIN THE LIBERIAN GOVERNMENT IS WILLING 
TO COOPERATE WITH THE GOSL IN THE INVESTIGATION. HE SAID THE 
SINCERITY OF HIMSELF AND TOLBERT IN THE UPHOLDING OF THE MANO 
RIVER UNION AND PROTECTING ITS UNITY IS SOMETHING THAT NEVER 
IS IN DOUBT. STEVENS ADDED THAT THE GOSL IS INVESTIGATING 
VIGOROUSLY THE MATTER OF THE ARMS AND AMMUNITION AND APPEALED 
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TO THE PRESS TO COOPERATE UNTIL THE INVESTIGATIONS ARE 
SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED. 

3. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

EMBASSY COMMENT: ATTORNEY-GENERAL AND MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
FRANCIS MIN AH REPEATEDLY HAS ALLEGED THAT LIBERIANS ARE 
SMUGGLING ARMS AND AMMUNITION INTO SIERRA LEONE TO SUPPORT 
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THE OPPOSITION SLPP. LOCAL SOURCES STATE MIN AH MADE THE 
STATEMENT TO THE PRESS SPECIFICALLY CLAIMING LIBERIANS WERE 
INVOLVED IN THE REFERENCED CASE. DOUBT HAS BEEN EXPRESSED 
IN FREETOWN THAT THOSE CONVICTED ARE IN FACT LIBERIANS. 

MIN AH, WHOSE HOME IS IN PUJEHAN DISTRICT, ASTRIDE THE LIBERIAN 
BORDER, HAS POLITICAL PROBLEMS WITH HIS LOCAL PARAMOUNT CHIEF, 

S.A.B. MAGONA, WHO RECENTLY WAS RELIEVED FROM OFFICE BECAUSE 
OF THE DISCOVERY OF THE ARMS AND AMMUNITION. SOME SOURCES 
CLAIM MIN AH IS DRAMATIZING THE ARMS CASE IN ORDER TO DISCREDIT 
MAGONA. END EMBASSY COMMENT. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
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